
Window Art:
transforming empty spaces into beautiful places.



WHAT IS THE WINDOW ART 
PROJECT?
Window Art is collaboration 
between the Regina Downtown 
Business Improvement District 
(RDBID), Regina Urban Ecology, 
and the University of Regina 
Arts CARES Program.  The 
project will reactivate and revi-
talize vacant storefront spaces 
in downtown Regina.  

Streets with vacant build-
ings can feel less safe to walk 
through because there are 
fewer “eyes on the street” and 
they are more likely to become 
targets for graffiti and vandal-
ism.  This can have a negative 
impact on the economic activity 
in a neighbourhood.  

In the wake of the recent eco-
nomic recession, there has 
been a wave of community 
effort to revitalize vacant or 
under-utilized buildings and 
increase local economic ac-
tivity across North America.  
These projects typically focus 
on activating storefront spaces 
with art installations, temporary 
galleries, performance spaces, 
retail merchandizing, seasonal 
pop-up shops and educational 
programming.

What is the Window Art project?
Why should I get involved?
How does the project work?
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WHY SHOULD I GET 
INVOLVED?
Are you an artist or 
entrepreneur interested in 
using a vacant storefront to 
promote or showcase a cause 
or product?  

Are you property owner 
interested in transforming 
your empty storefront into 
an attractive space that will 
improve your chances of 
leasing it to a permanent 
tenant?

The Window Art project 
involves a creative and 
innovative re-use of space 
intended to achieve multiple 
community benefits including 
activating the streetscape, 
increasing perceptions of 
safety, and beautifying the area. 

There is no cost to participate 
other than an investment of a 
few hours of your time. 

HOW DOES THE PROJECT 
WORK?
Under the guidance and lead-
ership of RDBID staff, univer-
sity students will consult with 
property owners, merchants, 
artists, and community groups 
to research and develop poten-
tial uses for vacant storefront 
spaces in downtown Regina be-
tween February 21-25, 2011.  The 
students will be expected to 
identify challenges, opportuni-
ties and workable solutions for 
how vacant storefronts might 
be used on a temporary basis 
to draw economic and pedes-

The goal of this project is 
to increase foot traffic in 
downtown Regina and, in 
turn, the likelihood of leas-
ing vacant space.

Seattle Store Front Art

Cleveland Store Front Art

Cleveland Store Front Art



How do I participate?
Similar projects in other cities
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HOW DO I PARTICIPATE?
Property and business owners 
are asked to provide an hour 
or two of their time between 
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, February 23, 
including:

	 • Host or provide a host to lead a 
 tour of your empty building or 
 storefront and participate in a 
 property audit of the site on the 
 morning of Wednesday, February 
 23. The purpose of this is to give 
 the students a close-up look at 
 the space and facilities so they 
 can evaluate the limitations and 
 opportunities for various types of 
 proposed uses for the space.

 • If you are unable or unwilling 
 to do a property tour with us, 
 please allow us to photograph the
 exterior and provide us with 
 detailed information about the 
 storefront, e.g. what are the 
 measurements of the window 
 space, is there electrical 
 access or lighting available, is 
 there a podium base or built-in 
 display case, etc.

• Provide some basic information 
 about the property and its 
 facilities, e.g. are there 
 functioning washrooms and 
 storage space on-site?

• Join in a one-hour consultation 
 workshop with Students and 
 RDBID staff (11:00 am on 
 Wednesday, February 23) to 
 assess the greatest challenges 
 and opportunities for activating 
 the space on a temporary basis. 

 
 

Artists, merchants, and 
community organizations 
interested in programming the 
space are asked to provide two 
hours of their time from 1:00 to 
3:00 on Wednesday, February 
23, including:

	 • Participate in a short meeting/
 workshop with the students, 
 Regina Downtown and City staff 
 to determine viable uses, 
 opportunities and constraints for 
 programming three to four vacant 
 storefronts downtown.  Property 
 details and images will be 
 provided.

 • Participate in a design session
 where we will sketch up the 
 “transformed” spaces based on 
 ideas finalized in our ideas 
 workshop.  That way we will 
 have our “before” photos taken 
 during the street audit, and 
 drawings of how the space could 
 look and function after being 
 programmed/activated with a 
 new use or window installation. 

SIMILAR PROJECTS IN 
OTHER CITIES
Successful projects in Seattle 
and Brooklyn areas found 
that people coming to see the 
window installations boosted 
patronage of local businesses, 
and increased the economic 
activity in the neighbourhood.

In several communities 
including San Francisco, the 
overall attractiveness of the 
building and streetscape were 
enhanced, and resulted in the 
leasing of activated spaces 
at the conclusion of the pilot 
project.

In Downtown Brooklyn, 
storefront projects helped 
to maximize the visibility of 
the participating properties 
and owners saw a reduction 
in graffiti and vandalism 
on buildings with exterior 
installations.

For more information or to register to participate in Window 
Art, please email us at info@reginadowntown.ca or call 
our office: 359.7541.



Regina Downtown Business Improvement District 
Regina Urban Ecology
Arts CARES (University of Regina)
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Cleveland Store Front Art

Cleveland Store Front Art

New York Store Front Art

New York Store Front Art

REGINA DOWNTOWN BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
(RDBID)
RDBID is a community-based organization that provides a range 
of services to promote and enhance Downtown’s unique assets, 
improve conditions for businesses operating in the district, and 
improve the quality of life for those who work, shop, live and play 
Downtown.  RDBID is dedicated to creating an attractive, sustaina-
ble, and culturally vibrant urban community. Find out more at www.
reginadowntown.ca or call us at 306.359.7541.

REGINA URBAN ECOLOGY (RUE)
RUE is a forum for discussion about many aspects of the urban 
experience: planning and design, community, art and culture, and 
natural ecology of the city. Along with exploring topics unique to 
Regina, projects from other cities are also used to highlight concepts 
and ideas for proactively improving our city.  We hope to inspire 
both citizens and community leaders to contribute to the creation of 
great streets, great communities and a great city. Find out more at 
www.reginaurbanecology.wordpress.com

ARTS CARES (UNIVERSITY OF REGINA)
Arts CARES is an intensive community service-learning program 
held during the February break for University of Regina students. 
Based on education through experience, community service-learn-
ing offers students opportunities to connect real-life experiences 
with classroom theories and develop critical thinking, reflective and 
leadership skills while providing beneficial service to the commu-
nity.  Students get a chance to make links between their service in 
the community and their studies, which can spark a lifetime of civic 
commitment or focus their career path. Community organizations 
gain a few extra helping hands and an opportunity to teach students 
about important community issues and the work they do. Ques-
tions? Contact arts.cares@uregina.ca or call 306.585.4084. 


